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Film review
This delightful film by director Lasse Hallstròm is a poetic story about a woman who is looking for a piace to belong. It is based on Jeanne Harris's popular novel by thè same name.
Juliette Binoche plays thè role of Vianne Rocher, thè woman who can't fmd her piace in thè world. She is an unrnarried mother of a smalì daughter, Anouk. Vianne's wanderlust has brought them to Lansquenet, a charrning small French town among thè hilis.
Vianne decides to open a chocolaterie which wouldn't have been a bad idea except that her decision carne during Lent, thè period of Urne from Ash Wednesday to Easter when people try to stop doing something that they enjoy like eating sweets. Lansquenet's inhabitants are very religious people holding on to their traditions, so it was not a particularly opportune time to open a chocoìate shop. As a result, Vianne incurs thè displeasure of Comte de Reynaud, thè town's mayor and moral conscience. He denounces her and in this way divides thè town and upsets its tranquillity. The townspeople are torn between their faith and thè wonderful smelìs of Rocher's new chocoìate shop, Maya.
The aphrodisiacal qualities of Rocher's special recipe gradually begin to have an effect on thè people and soon she is quite popular with most people. Her impaci on thè small community is immediate and great. She becomes a friend of Josephine, an abused wornan, giving her thè courage to leave her cruel husband. Vianne also helps reunite a lady with her grandson and plays matchmaker for two older citizens. She even helps vìsiting gypsies. In short, thè town has accepted her.
Beautifully photographed by Roger Pratt, Chocolat has a fairy tale look and feel to it, with thè relaxed elegance of a European nini rather than one made in Hollywood. The setting and subject matter ali add to this illusion and this makes thè decision to have thè characters speak English seem a little out of piace. This damages thè fìlm's authenticity. However, thè performances of ali thè actors and actresses are wonderful, especially that of Juliette Binoche, and Haììstròm is a master at creating intimate and convincing worlds, inhabited by colourful and originai characters. Chocolat is a tender film full of humour and depth, delivered with a skilful touch and just thè right amount of sweetener.
Write one or two paragraphs about thè kinds of public thè piace you live in. Say whether you use public transport and why Then give your opinion about thè quality of that transport. Also say your town/city/village need other forms of transport or not.
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