READIIMG   Read thè article and answer thè following questìons.
I. 2. 3.
4. 5.
6.
What is Ebonics?
Where does it have thè status of a ianguage?
Why are school authorities using Ebonics to teach their students?
ìs Ebonics offkially recognized as a Ianguage by thè United States government? Why or why not?
Who Ìs lesse Jackson, and does he agree with thè poticy of giving Ebonics thè status of a Ianguage?
Why or why not?
What do you think a"dialect" is?
What is thè differente between a dialect and a Ianguage? This question has caused a lot of debate in thè United States in recent years. Some people say that thè way people speak in certain Afro-American urban areas is totally different from standard American Englìsh. They want it to be classi-fied as a separate Ianguage. They say it is thè Ianguage spo-ken by thè descendants of slaves, and they are calling it Ebonics.
Teachers in some California schools who have predomi-nantly Afro-American students recognize Ebonics as a proper Ianguage, and so their Afro-American students are taught in a similar way to Spanish-speaking students, for whorn English is a second Ianguage. Teachers use Ebonics to communicate with their Afro-American pupils, and teach standard English to them as if it were a foreign Ianguage. In this way, school authorities hope to improve thè perform​ance and success of Afro-American students.
However, thè United States government, and even some Afro-American leaders, have refused to recognize Ebonics as a Ianguage. The Ebonics forni "She be playiri in thè

parie", they say, is not very different from thè English "She is playing in thè park." and "He be tali" seems like a variation of "He is tali" and not a completely different way of express​ing thè idea. The reasons for thè refusai also include thè opinion that giving Ebonics thè status of a Ianguage is not thè way to raise standards of achievernent for Afro-Ameri​can students. Moreover, jesse Jackson, thè Afro-American leader and former Democratic Presidential candidate, sug-gests that if children are taught in Ebonics, it will diminish their ability to compete against speakers of standard Eng​lish for jobs.
Many schools ali over thè United States are closely fol​lowing thè debate and thè results of thè Afro-American stu​dents in California schools who have adopted thè nevv teaching method. ìf thè results are good, many more schools could follow thè California schools in giving Ebonics thè status of a Ianguage.
(Adapted from: Today In English, Bayard Presse, Neuilly sur Scine, 1997.)
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