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Movies eclipse films
"It's a fact that going to thè movies in Europe has become synonymous with going to See American movies," says Wim Wenders, thè German director of "Wings of Desire" and "Paris, Texas". He is not exaggerating- On thè ève of thè Berlin International Film Festival, critics and cinema-goers in Europe have lost confidence in European films. They will not even take seriously a European-made triumph like "The Crying Game" untìl ìt has established itself as a criticai and popular hit in thè United States. 5
IO
Film attendances across Europe are rising, thanks in part to thè construction of American-owned Multiplex cinemas, but thè films that are benefiting most from this box-office lift are produced and distributed by Hollywood studios. This trend has ignited a keen debate among European film makers - a debate with a difference. Self-critìcism has repiaced snobbish anti-Hollywood barbs. The commerciai failure of European films is conceded, especially of those on small budgets. The few European films which have achieved pan-European success in thè past decade have typically cost $1 Om or more to make: "Cyrano de Bergerac", "The Name of thè Rose", "The Lover" and, earlier, "The Tin Drum".
15
A look at European cinema-ticket receipts and audiences for 1993 shows that American films dominate thè hit lìst in almost every European country. In Britain thè top 19 films were ali American, with Kenneth Branagh's "Much Ado About Nothing" laking 20th piace. Spanish films had less than 20% of their nome market and German films just 9% of theirs. Hollywood films had 90 % of thè Italian
market.
20
Only France stili has a worthwhile national film industry, and domestically-produced films there commanded 37% of thè market. A low-brow French comedy, "Les Visiteurs", was thè most popular film in France last year. It had box-office receipts of $82m compared with $38m for "Jurassic Park", which was thè biggest money-spinner in Britain, Italy and Germany.
About 150 films are made or produced each year in France, where film makers receive generous aid from thè Centre National de la Cinematographie, whose sophisticated subsidy System runs with thè grain of thè market.
(The Economisi, February .
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS
1. Why has "going to thè movies" become synonymous wìth "going to see Hollywood-made films"?
2. Where does a film estabìish itself as a world-wide success?
3. What is increasing film attendances in Europe?
4. How are European films usuaìly considered from thè economie point of view?
5. What information do you get by analysing thè cinema-ticket receipts for 1993?
6. Why do European-made films enjoy a small share of thè European film market?
7. Which European country can boast a national film industry that is thè exception to thè generai
trend?
8. Mention one film that proved a success in Europe last year.
9. What poìicy does France implement to support its film makers?
COMPOSITION
The task of film makers is to fmd methods of tellìng stories in ways that attract attention, recognition and audiences. Araerican-made movies are dominant. Discuss this point and refer to your expenence as a film-soer or television-viewer.
